
Lafayette Parish residents should take extra precautions against mosquitoes for
the rest of August & September.  Three serious mosquito-borne diseases, West
Nile virus, St. Louis Encephalitis & Eastern Equine Encephalitis are currently
circulating throughout Louisiana. All of these viruses can infect humans & they
reach their peak in August & September.

WHAT LAFAYETTE PARISH IS DOING 
TO CONTROL MOSQUITOES
We have a year round control program executed by a highly experienced con-
tractor, MCCI, who has stepped up encephalitis surveillance since July.  Extra
sentinel chickens, mosquito trapping & wild bird testing have been added.
MCCI has a special spraying protocol for any positive signs of virus in birds,
mosquitoes, horses or humans, which consists of 7 mornings & 7 nights of
spraying within a 1-mile radius of virus indication, plus door to door surveil-
lance, literature distribution, breeding site spraying, & breeding-site correction
when & where possible. Plus regular spraying has been ramped up & the pub-
lic is immediately informed of any signs of mosquito-borne disease activity. 

USE THE 5 D'S TO PROTECT YOURSELF
1.  DRAINAGE – Remove all standing water, where mosquitoes breed, from 

around your home.  Dump containers, water-holding toys,
tarps, stagnant pools, etc.  Change outdoor pet water dishes,
birdbaths, & children’s swimming pools at least once a week
or more.  Make sure rain gutters & downspouts are
unclogged & flowing freely.

2.  DRESS – Wear long-sleeved, light-colored clothing when you go outside.  
Dark colors attract more mosquitoes.

3.  DEET – Use a DEET-based mosquito repellent on all exposed skin sur-
faces.  Adults should use repellents with no more than 35%
DEET, & children should use no more than 10% DEET applica-
tions.  Picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus-containing repellents
are equally effective as DEET.

4.  DAWN
5.  & DUSK – These are the times when most mosquito species are most likely

to bite.  Residents are more at risk of contracting a disease dur-
ing these times.  If at all possible, avoid going outside during
these two times, or use repellent.

You can contact Lafayette Parish Government at 337-291-8358, or contact
MCCI at 337-593-0123 for information, to report a dead bird, or to report a
mosquito problem in your area.

IMPORTANT PUBLIC NOTICE
WEST NILE ALERT

visit www.lafayettela.gov or www.MCCI.info for more info
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